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1 Introduction 

1.1 The Allied Geographical Section 

The Allied Geographical Section (AGS) was a specialised military intelligence unit formed 
during World War II to support the Allied war effort in the Southwest Pacific. It was part of 
General Douglas MacArthur's General Headquarters (GHQ), Southwest Pacific Area (SWPA) 
and operated primarily from Australia. 

The AGS was responsible for compiling, analysing, and distributing geographic intelligence 
to assist Allied forces in planning military operations. This included producing detailed 
reports on terrain, climate, infrastructure, resources, and local populations in areas where 
military operations were expected to take place. 

The operations and achievements of the Allied Geographical Section are documented in 
Reuben R. Bowd’s book “A Basis for Victory: The Allied Geographical Section 1942-1946” 
published in 2005 by the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre at the Australian National 
University, Canberra, and available for download at the following link: 

http://hdl.handle.net/1885/211375 

1.2 Publications of the AGS 

Between 1942 and 1946 the AGS published a series of geographical reports that contained 
maps, aerial photographs, hydrographic details, transportation networks, vegetation cover, 
and other key features relevant to military planning. They covered New Guinea, the 
Philippines, Indonesia, the Pacific Islands, parts of Southeast Asia and Japan. Four principal 
geographical publications were produced: 

• Special Reports provided detailed topographical, logistical, and strategic information 

crucial for planning military operations. 104 Special Reports were published, 19,500 

copies reproduced and 13,371 copies distributed. 

• Terrain Studies were specifically designed to aid in strategic and tactical military 

planning by providing a detailed analysis of the physical and environmental 

conditions of target areas. 111 Terrain Studies were published, 92,000 copies 

reproduced and 65,828 copies distributed. 

• Terrain Handbooks were pocket-sized editions of Terrain Studies and were more 

concise and practical, offering essential field intelligence for commanders, planners, 

and troops. 66 Terrain Handbooks were published, 150,900 copies reproduced and 

114,356 copies distributed.  

• An Annotated Bibliography of the Southwest Pacific and Adjacent Areas (in four 

volumes) was a comprehensive reference designed to support military operations 

and contained detailed references to existing literature on the Southwest Pacific and 

surrounding regions. 
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2 Publications of the AGS held by RGSSA 

The collection of AGS publications held by the Royal Geographical Society of South Australia 
comprises: 

• Volumes 1 to 4 of “An Annotated Bibliography of the Southwest Pacific and Adjacent 

Areas” (catalogue number = rga 919.016 A615 c v.1-4) 

• 84 Terrain Study folios (82 distinct titles and two duplicate copies) 

• 46 Terrain Handbooks (catalogue number = rg) 

• 31 Special Report folios 

These publications are described in this document and are available for viewing in the 
RGSSA Library. 

 

2.1 Annotated Bibliography volumes held by RGSSA 

The RGSSAA has four volumes of “An Annotated Bibliography of the Southwest Pacific and 
Adjacent Areas” as listed in Table 1. 

Table 1  List of AGS Annotated Bibliography volumes held by RGSSA  

 Region/description Publication Date 

Volume 1 The Netherlands and British East Indies and the 
Philippine Islands 

8 Aug 1944 

Volume 2 The mandated territory of New Guinea, Papua, the 
British Solomon Islands, the New Hebrides and 
Micronesia 

8 Aug 1944 

Volume 3 Malaya, Thailand, Indo China, the China coast and the 
Japanese Empire 

8 Aug 1944 

Volume 4 Supplement to vols. 1, 2 and 3 1 Oct 1945 

 

Note: Digital versions of volumes 1 to 3 are available for download from the official United 
States government website for the National Library of Medicine at: 

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-58530310R-mvset 

 

  

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-58530310R-mvset
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2.2 Terrain Studies held by RGSSA 

The RGSSA has 84 Terrain Study folios in its collection, as listed in Table 2 for the locations 
shown in Map 2. The scanned cover images of these folios are shown in Section 3.2. A 
complete list of Terrain Studies published by the AGS is provided in Table 5. 

 
Map 2 - AGS Terrain Studies held by RGSSA – approximate locations 

Table 2  List of AGS Terrain Studies held by RGSSA  

No. Terrain Study Type/Series Publication Date Copy 

29 South-west Papua and the Fly River Area 29 Dec 1942 499 

32 Lae (revised) and the Lower Markham 
Valley 

Locality 07 Nov 1942 621 

33 Salamaua (revised) Locality 09 Nov 1942 541 

34 Louisiade Archipelago Area 23 Nov 1942 441 

34 Louisiade Archipelago (2nd copy) Area 23 Nov 1942 440 

35 Woodlark Island with the Marshall 
Bennett, Laughlan, Egum and Alcester 
groups 

Area 23 Nov 1942 589 

36 Finschhafen and the Huon Peninsula Area 25 Nov 1942 522 

37 Netherlands New Guinea the Bomberai 
Peninsula 

Area 01 Dec 1942 588 

38 The Aroe Islands Area 18 Nov 1942 465 

39 Ysabel (revised) Solomon Islands Area 06 Dec 1942 590 
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No. Terrain Study Type/Series Publication Date Copy 

41 The mandated Solomons and the 
Shortland Islands with special attention 
to Buka Passage, Kieta, and Buin/Faisi 
area (revised)  

Area 20 Dec 1942 586 

42 Morobe-Waria Valley and adjacent 
catchment areas 

Area 21 Dec 1942 451 

45 Ambon Island Area 13 Jan 1943 470 

46 The Vogelkop and Salawati Island, 
Netherlands New Guinea 

Area 31 Jan 1943 581 

47 Russell Islands Area 09 Feb 1943 538 

48 Choiseul (revised) Area 12 Feb 1943 592 

50 Portuguese Timor Area 27 Feb 1943 408 

51 Eastern New Britain excluding Gazelle 
Peninsula 

Area 28 Feb 1943 400 

52 New Ireland Area 21 Feb 1943 559 

56 Kai Islands, Netherlands East Indies Area 20 Apr 1943 406 

57 Western New Britain excluding Cape 
Gloucester 

Area 10 May 1943 472 

58 The southwestern islands (islands NE of 
Timor) 

Area 05 Jul 1943 631 

59 v1 Madang - Text and maps Area 06 Aug 1943 549 

59 v2 Madang - Photographs Area 06 Aug 1943 549 

60 Gasmata (revised) Area 19 Jul 1943 557 

60 Gasmata (revised) Area 19 Jul 1943 558 

61 Northeastern Netherlands New Guinea 
and Geelvink Bay 

Area 27 Jul 1943 595 

62 New Hanover and islands north and east 
of New Ireland 

Area 18 Aug 1943 535 

63 Cape Gloucester (revised) Locality 26 Aug 1943 306 

64 Talasea (revised) Locality 01 Oct 1943 549 

65 v1 The Sepik District - Text and maps Area 06 Oct 1943 443 

65 v2 The Sepik District - Photographs Area 06 Oct 1943 531 

66 Ramu-Markham Valley with link to 
Madang 

Locality 20 Sep 1943 573 

67 The Admiralty Islands Area 30 Nov 1943 657 

68 Central Dutch New Guinea (sub-division 
Wissel Lakes) 

Area 15 Oct 1943 496 

69 Madang Locality 19 Nov 1943 685 

70 Dutch Timor, Netherlands East Indies Area 30 Aug 1943 623 

71 Northern Molukkas (excluding Soela 
Islands) 

Area 23 Oct 1943 547 

72 v1 Hansa Bay - Text and maps  Locality 06 Dec 1943 804 

73 Seran (Ceram) and adjacent islands Area 01 Dec 1943 595 

74 v1 Gazelle Peninsula - Text and maps  Area 03 Jan 1944 295 

75 Kavieng Locality 21 Feb 1944 586 

76 Wewak Locality 20 Apr 1944 20 

77 Aitape - Wanimo Locality 06 Mar 1944 663 

78 Hollandia (Dutch New Guinea) Locality 06 Mar 1944 608 

79 Radja Ampat Group Area 12 Apr 1944 816 

80 v1 Mindanao Island - Text and maps Area 01 Jun 1944 513 
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No. Terrain Study Type/Series Publication Date Copy 

80 v2 Mindanao Island - Photographs Area 01 Jun 1944 70 

81 Kaoe Bay  Locality 22 May 1944 849 

82 Talaud and Sangihe Islands Locality 30 Jun 1944 610 

83 Menado (Celebes) - 11 Sep 1944 1258 

84 Leyte Province Philippine 17 Aug 1944 1430 

85 SE Luzon [Bicols] Philippine 08 Sep 1944 1066 

86 Cagayan Valley Philippine 31 Aug 1944 1152 

86 m Cagayan Valley – Maps Philippine 01 Sep 1944 866 

87 Tanimbar Islands, Netherlands East Indies 
(revised) 

Area 30 Jun 1944 530 

88 Samar Province Philippine 21 Sep 1944 1369 

89 v1 Sarawak and Brunei  - Text and maps Area 15 Sep 1944 74 

89 v2 Sarawak and Brunei - Photographs Area 15 Sep 1944 74 

90 North Borneo - 15 Nov 1944 1453 

91 Tayabas Province Philippine 17 Oct 1944 1423 

92 Davao (Gulf) - Sarangani (Bay) Philippine 25 Sep 1944 1459 

93 Lingayen Philippine 04 Oct 1944 2162 

93 Lingayen – Maps Philippine 04 Oct 1944 2151 

94 v1 Central Luzon - Text and maps Philippine 18 Oct 1944 2335 

94 v2 Central Luzon - Photographs Philippine 18 Oct 1944 2329 

94 v3 Central Luzon - Manila directory Philippine 18 Oct 1944 2333 

95 Batangas - Lucena (Luzon Island) Philippine 09 Nov 1944 1937 

96 Mindoro Province Philippine 10 Oct 1944 1786 

97 NW Luzon Philippine 15 Nov 1944 1644 

98 Central Mindanao Philippine 01 Jan 1945 1222 

99 Negros Island and Siquijor Island Philippine 15 Nov 1944 1174 

100 Cebu - Bohol Philippine 15 Dec 1944 1130 

101 Panay Philippine 27 Nov 1944 1089 

102 Sulu Archipelago Philippine 28 Jan 1945 1130 

103 v1 Palawan Province - Text and maps of 
Palawan Island  

Philippine 20 Jan 1945 1220 

103 v2 Palawan Province - Appendices and 
photographs 

Philippine 20 Jan 1945 75 

107 Kendari (SE Celebes) - 14 May 1945 1242 

109 SE Borneo - 15 Jan 1945 1316 

112 Batavia - Bandoeng Java 30 Jun 1945 283 

130 SE Kyushu Japan 31 May 1945 3773 

130 m SE Kyushu - Maps Japan 31 May 1945 3807 

134 Nagoya area Japan 15 Jun 1945 463 

136 Osaka Japan 11 Aug 1945 994 
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2.3 Terrain Handbooks held by RGSSA 

The RGSSA has 46 Terrain Handbooks in its collection, as listed in Table 3 for the locations 
shown in Map 3. The scanned cover images of these folios are shown in Section 3.3. A 
complete list of Terrain Handbooks published by the AGS is provided in Table 6. 

 
Map 3 - AGS Terrain Handbooks held by RGSSA – approximate locations 

Table 3  List of AGS Terrain Handbooks held by RGSSA 

No. Terrain Handbook Series Publication Date Copy 

1 Wau and the goldfields area New Guinea 01 Jun 1943 614 

2 The Markham River Valley New Guinea 08 Jul 1943 923 

3 Salamaua New Guinea 27 Jun 1943 443 

4 Lae and the Lower Markham Valley New Guinea 28 Jul 1943 460 

5 Finschhafen New Guinea 18 Aug 1943 362 

6 Gasmata New Guinea 21 Aug 1943 981 

13 Sio New Guinea 17 Dec 1943 924 

14 Saidor New Guinea 25 Dec 1943 707 

15 Madang New Guinea 11 Jan 1944 1317 

16 The Admiralty Islands New Guinea 24 Dec 1943 1086 

17 Wewak New Guinea 07 Feb 1944 1165 

18 But New Guinea 24 Mar 1944 1086 

19 Gazelle Peninsula (Pictorial 
Supplement) 

New Guinea 15 Oct 1944 890 

20 Kavieng and New Hanover New Guinea 12 Feb 1944 762 
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No. Terrain Handbook Series Publication Date Copy 

21 Aitape-Wanimo New Guinea 21 Mar 1944 1124 

26 Sarmi New Guinea 20 Apr 1944 729 

27 Schouten Islands New Guinea 12 May 1944 1809 

28 Manokwari Dutch New Guinea  04 Jun 1944 894 

29 Sorong Area Dutch New Guinea  01 Jul 1944 1730 

30 Morotai Island -  19 Aug 1944 1712 

31 Kaoe Baai (Bay) (Halmahera) -  18 Sep 1944 1662 

32 Talaud-Eilanden (Talaud Islands) - 01 Sep 1944 1387 

34 Tacloban Philippine 25 Sep 1944 2800 

35 Mindoro Island Philippine 28 Oct 1944 4416 

36 Masbate Province (Masbate, Ticao, 
Burias Is.) 

Philippine 08 Nov 1944 2222 

37 Romblon-Marinduque Philippine 13 Nov 1944 264 

38 Lingayen Philippine 27 Oct 1944 170 

39 Tarlac-Dagupan (Central Luzon) Philippine 02 Nov 1944 4974 

40 Cabanatuan (Central Luzon) Philippine 03 Nov 1944 5240 

41 Manila Philippine 21 Nov 1944 5090 

41A Manila City (Central Luzon) Philippine 06 Dec 1944 7421 

42 Bataan-Zambales (Central Luzon) Philippine 24 Nov 1944 4237 

43 Baler Bay (Tayabas Province) Philippine 06 Nov 1944 2928 

44 Lucena Philippine 30 Nov 1944 347 

45 Batangas (S.W. Luzon) Philippine 30 Nov 1944 3459 

47 Cagayan Valley ( Northern Luzon ) Philippine 30 Jan 1945 690 

50 NW Luzon Philippine 29 Nov 1944 3276 

51 Panay Island Philippine 10 Dec 1944 2207 

52 Negros Island and Siquijor Island Philippine 27 Dec 1944 2290 

57 Jolo Group Philippine 12 Feb 1945 2378 

58 Kudat-Jesselton Borneo 20 Mar 1945 2481 

59 Brunei Bay Borneo 14 Mar 1945 2288 

60 Sandakan Borneo 14 Mar 1945 1990 

62 Balikpapan (SE Borneo) Borneo 12 Mar 1945 2592 

63 Bandjermasin (SE Borneo)) Borneo 30 Mar 1945 1893 

83 Miyazaki (East Kyushu) Japan 20 Jul 1946 33 
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2.4 Special Reports held by RGSSA 

The RGSSA has 31 Special Reports in its collection, as listed in Table 4 for the locations 
shown in Map 4. The scanned cover images of these folios are shown in Section 3.4. A 
complete list of Special Reports published by the AGS is provided in Table 7. 

 
Map 4 - AGS Special Reports held by RGSSA – approximate locations 

Table 4  List of AGS Special Reports held by RGSSA 

No. Special Report Title Publication Date Copy 

22 Vegetation Study: Eastern New Guinea 28 Jul 1943 - 

40 Beaches and Communications, Sorong Area 21 Mar 1944 - 

42 Aroe Islands 31 Mar 1944 66 

48 Manokwari 10 May 1944 - 

49 Kai Islands 14 Jul 1944 99 

52 Cape Croisilles to Tobenam Point 10 May 1944 122 

54 Landing Beaches and Airfields: Aparri  03 Jul 1944 217 

56 Sarangani Bay  07 Jul 1944 299 

61 Batangas-Lucena  15 Aug 1944 112 

62 Mindoro Island 20 Aug '1944 174 

63 Eastern New Britain (Excluding Gazelle Peninsula) 15 Sep 1944 93 

66 Bantam-Batavia (West Java) - Landing Beaches, 
Airfields, Airfield Sites and Communications 

20 Feb 45 269 

66 m Bantam-Batavia (West Java) - Map Supplement 20 Feb 1945 175 

71 Soerabaja 17 Aug 1945 172 

72 Semarang 06 Jul 1945 148 

73 Cheribon 08 May 1945 167 

74 Straat Lombok 23 Aug 1945 247 

75 v1 Water Supply - Java 15 Jun 1945 163 

75 v2 Water Supply - Java 15 Jun 1945 180 

75 v3 Water Supply - Java 15 Jun 1945 78 
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76 Railways - Java 06 Jul 1945 293 

77 Bantam-Batavia (West Java) revised 20 Aug 1945 262 

78 Tjilatjap (South Java) 20 Aug 1945 - 

79 S. W. Borneo 24 Jul 1945 167 

80 Makassar (S W Celebes) 24 Jul 1945 299 

81 Kuching (Sarawak Borneo) 28 Aug 1945 185 

82 Central Celebes 10 Sep 1945 268 

83 Boeroe, including: Alor, Solor, Sawoe, Roti 06 Sep 1945 198 

84 Boeroe Island, including: Ambelau Island 04 Sep 1945 206 

85 Banda Sea Islands 14 Sep 1945 299 

86 Soela Islands 14 Sep 1945 275 
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3 Cover images of AGS publications held by RGSSA 

Note: This document is an abridged version of the documentation for the AGS publications 
held by the RGSSA. The complete version includes scanned cover images of all AGS 
publications in the RGSSA collection. 

To obtain the full document (including the scanned cover images), please contact the Library 
by email at library@rgssa.org.au and request a copy of: 

S:\LIBRARYLIBRARY\WW2 Intelligence Reports\AGS Publications held by RGSSA.pdf 

 

3.1 Cover images of AGS Annotated Bibliographies 

Volumes 1, 2 and 3 are bound with hard covers, height 25 cm. 

Volume 4 is a soft cover folio volume, height 35 cm. 

 

3.2 Cover images of Terrain Studies held by RGSSA 

The Terrain Studies are soft cover folio volumes, height 35 cm, width 23 cm (14 in x 9 in). 

 

3.3 Cover images of Terrain Handbooks held by RGSSA 

The Terrain handbooks are bound volumes, height 19 cm, width 12.7cm (7.5 in x 5 in). 

 

3.4 Cover images of Special Reports held by RGSSA 

The Special Reports are soft cover folio volumes, height 35 cm, width 23 cm (14 in x 9 in). 

 
  

mailto:library@rgssa.org.au
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4 Publications of the AGS – complete lists 

The complete lists of Terrain Studies, Terrain Handbooks and Special Report are adapted 
from Appendix 1 of Rueben R. E. Bowd’s 2005 book “A Basis for Victory: The Allied 
Geographical Section 1942-1946”, mentioned in the Introduction. 

4.1 Terrain Studies 

Table 5  Complete list of Terrain Studies produced by the AGS 

Terrain Studies marked with (✓) are held by RGSSA; SR=Special Report, TH=Terrain Handbook 

 No Terrain Study 
Revised 

from 
Superceded 

by 
Date 
Published 

 1 Rabaul district, Gasmata, New Ireland 
 

52, 60,74 14 Jun 1942 

 2 Babo 
 

37 01 Jun 1942 

 3 Manus 
 

67 01 Jun 1942 

 4 Buna-New Guinea 
 

12,27 17 Jun 1942 

 5 Lae, Salamaua, Madang, Wewak 
 

32, 33, 59, 
69, 76 

23 Jun 1942 

 6 Tulagi 
 

11 01 Jun 1942 

 7 Rabaul, Gasmata 
 

60, 74 28 Jun 1942 

 8 New Ireland 
 

52 28 Jun 1942 

 9 Lae and Salamaua 
 

32, 33 28 Jun 1942 

 10 South New Guinea (Merauke) 
  

06 Jul 1942 

 11 Guadalcanal 
  

11 Jul 1942 

 12 Buna 4 27 24 Jul 1942 

 13 Kai Islands 
 

56 17 Jul 1942 

 14 Fak Fak 
 

37 30 Jul 1942 

 15 Mandated Solomons (Buka, Faisi, Kieta) 
 

41 08 Aug 1942 

 16 Salamaua 
 

33 15 Aug 1942 

 17 Lae 
 

32 19 Aug 1942 

 18 Choiseul 
 

48 30 Aug 1942 

 19 New Georgia 
 

54 30 Aug 1942 

 20 Ysabel 
 

39 30 Aug 1942 

 21 Wissel Lakes 
 

68 09 Sep 1942 

 22 Gazelle Peninsula and Rabaul 
 

74 06 Oct 1942 

 23 D'entrecasteaux and Trobriand Islands 
  

12 Oct 1942 

 24 Talasea 
 

64 12 Oct 1942 

 25 Cape Gloucester 
 

63 12 Oct 1942 

 26 Gasmata (New Britain) 
 

60 14 Oct 1942 

 27 Buna (revised) 4, 12 
 

18 Oct 1942 

 28 Main routes across New Guinea 
  

18 Oct 1942 
✓ 29 South-west Papua and the Fly River 

 
SR 28 29 Dec 1942 

 30 Tual Subdivision, Tanimbar 
 

87 08 Oct 1942 

 31 Madang 
 

59, 69 03 Nov 1942 
✓ 32 Lae and the Lower Markham Valley 5, 9, 17 

 
07 Nov 1942 

✓ 33 Salamaua (revised) 5, 9, 16 
 

09 Nov 1942 
✓ 34 Louisiade Archipelago 

  
23 Nov 1942 

✓ 35 Woodlark Island with Marshall Bennett, 
Laughlan, Egum and Alcester Groups 

  
23 Nov 1942 

✓ 36 Finschhafen and the Huon Peninsula 
  

25 Nov 1942 
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 No Terrain Study 
Revised 

from 
Superceded 

by 
Date 
Published 

✓ 37 Netherlands New Guinea; the Bomberai 
Peninsula 

14 
 

25 Nov 1942 

✓ 38 Aroe Islands 
 

SR 42 18 Nov 1942 
✓ 39 Ysabel; Solomon Islands (revised) Revised 

 
06 Dec 1942 

 40 New Georgia Group (revised) Revised 54 17 Dec 1942 
✓ 41 Mandated Solomons and the Shortland 

Islands 
15 

 
20 Dec 1942 

✓ 42 Morobe-Waria Valley 
  

21 Dec 1942 

 43 Manus and Western Islands 
 

67 31 Dec 1942 

 44 Merauke 
 

55 07 Jan 1943 
✓ 45 Ambon Island 

  
13 Jan 1943 

✓ 46 Vogelkop and Salawati Island 
  

31 Jan 1943 
✓ 47 Russell Islands 

  
09 Feb 1943 

✓ 48 Choiseul (revised) 18 
 

12 Feb 1943 

 49 Markham Catchment 
  

20 Feb 1943 
✓ 50 Portuguese Timor 

  
27 Feb 1943 

✓ 51 Eastern New Britain 
 

SR 63 28 Feb 1943 
✓ 52 New Ireland 

  
21 Feb 1943 

 53 Tanimbar Islands 
 

SR 37 18 Mar 1943 

 54 New Georgia Group 19, 40 
 

26 Mar 1943 

 55 Southwest New Guinea 54 
 

16 Apr 1943 
✓ 56 Kai Islands 13 SR 49 20 Apr 1943 
✓ 57 Western New Britain 

  
10 May 1943 

✓ 58 Southwestern Islands  (NE of Timor) 
  

05 Jul 1943 
✓ 59 v1 Madang - Text and maps 5, 31 

 
06 Aug 1943 

✓ 59 v2 Madang - Photographs 5, 31 
 

06 Aug 1943 
✓ 60 Gasmata (revised) 7, 26 

 
19 Jul 1943 

✓ 61 Northeastern Netherlands New Guinea 
and Geelvink Bay 

  
27 Jul 1943 

 61B Photographic Annex 
  

06 May 1944 

 61C Photographic Annex 
  

20 May 1944 
✓ 62 New Hanover 

  
18 Aug 1943 

✓ 63 Cape Gloucester (revised) 25 
 

26 Aug 1943 
✓ 64 Talasea (revised) 7, 24 

 
01 Oct 1943 

✓ 65 v1 Sepik District - Text and maps 
  

06 Oct 1943 
✓ 65 v2 Sepik District - Photographs 

  
06 Oct 1943 

 65 v3 Engineer Annex 
  

12 Feb 1944 
✓ 66 Ramu-Markham Valley with link to 

Madang 

  
20 Sep 1943 

✓ 67 Admiralty Islands 
  

30 Nov 1943 
✓ 68 Central Dutch New Guinea 21 

 
15 Oct 1943 

✓ 69 Madang 5, 31 
 

19 Nov [943 
✓ 70 Dutch Timor, Netherlands East Indies 

  
30 Aug 1943 

✓ 71 Northern Molukkas 
  

23 Oct 1943 
✓ 72 v1 Hansa Bay - Text and maps 

  
06 Dec 1943 

 72 v2 Hansa Bay - Photographs 
  

06 Dec 1943 
✓ 73 Seran (Ceram) 

  
01 Dec 1943 

✓ 74 v1 Gazelle Peninsula - Text and maps 7, 22 
 

03 Jan 1944 
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 No Terrain Study 
Revised 

from 
Superceded 

by 
Date 
Published 

 74 v2 Gazelle Peninsula - Photographs 7, 22 
 

03 Jan 1944 
✓ 75 Kavieng 

  
21 Feb 1944 

✓ 76 Wewak 
  

20 Apr 1944 
✓ 77 Aitape-Wanimo 

  
06 Mar 1944 

✓ 78 Hollandia (Dutch New Guinea) 
  

06 Mar 1944 

 78B Hollandia – Photographic Annex 
  

06 Mar 1944 
✓ 79 Radja Ampat Group 

  
12 Apr 1944 

✓ 80 v1 Mindanao Island - Text and maps 
  

01 Jun 1944 
✓ 80 v2 Mindanao Island - Photographs 

  
01 Jun 1944 

✓ 81 Kaoe Bay 
  

22 May 1944 
✓ 82 Talaud and Sangihe Islands 

 
TH 32 30 Jun 1944 

✓ 83 Menado 
  

II Sep "1944 
✓ 84 Leyte Province 

  
17 Aug l944 

✓ 85 SE Luzon 
  

17 Aug 1944 
✓ 86 Cagayan Valley  

  
01 Sep 1944 

✓ 86 m Cagayan Valley – Map Supplement 
  

01 Sep 1944 
✓ 87 Tanimbar Islands 33 

 
30 Jun 1944 

✓ 88 Samar Province 
  

21 Sep 1944 
✓ 89 v1 Sarawak and Brunei - Text and maps 

  
25 Sep 1944 

✓ 89 v2 Sarawak and Brunei - Photographs 
  

25 Sep 1944 
✓ 90 North Borneo 

  
15 Nov 1944 

✓ 91 Tayabas Province 
  

17 Oct 1944 
✓ 92 Davo-Sarangani 

  
25 Sep 1944 

✓ 93 Lingayen  
  

04 Oct 1944 
✓ 93 m Lingayen Map Supplement   04 Oct 1944 
✓ 94 v1 Central Luzon - Text and maps 

  
18 Oct 1941 

✓ 94 v2 Central Luzon - Photographs 
  

18 Oct 1944 
✓ 94 v3 Central Luzon – Manilla Directory 

  
18 Oct 1944 

✓ 95 Batangas – Lucena (Luzon Island) 
  

09 Nov 1944 
✓ 96 Mindoro Province 

  
10 Oct 1944 

✓ 97 NW Luzon 
  

15 Nov 1941 
✓ 98 Central Mindanao 

  
01 Jan 1945 

 98 m Central Mindanao – Maps 
  

01 Jan 1945 
✓ 99 Negros Island and Siquijor Island 

  
15 Nov 1944 

✓ 100 Cebu-Bohol 
  

15 Dec 1944 
✓ 101 Panay 

  
27 Nov 1944 

✓ 102 Sulu Archipelago 
  

28 Jan 1945 
✓ 103 v1 Palawan Province - Text and maps 

  
20 Jan 7945 

✓ 103 v2 Palawan Province - Photographs 
  

20 Jan 1915 

 104 No title (abandoned) 
  

Abandoned 

 105 Portuguese Timor (suspended) 
  

Abandoned 

 106 Ceram (suspended) 
  

Abandoned 
✓ 107 Kendari (SE Celebes) 

  
14 May 1945 

 108 Makassar 
  

Abandoned 
✓ 109 SE Borneo 

  
15 Jan 1945 

 110 SW Borneo 
  

Abandoned 

 111 Batavia-Bantam 
  

Abandoned 
✓ 112 Batavia - Bandoeng 

  
30 Jun 1945 
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 No Terrain Study 
Revised 

from 
Superceded 

by 
Date 
Published 

 130 SE Kyushu  
  

30 May 1945 

 130 m SE Kyushu - Maps 
  

30 May 1945 

 131 NW Kyushu 
  

Abandoned 

 132 Tokyo and Kwanto Plain 
  

30 May 1945 

 133 Izu Shichito   Abandoned 

 134 Nagoya Area   Abandoned 

 135 Northern Nansei Shoto 
  

Abandoned 
✓ 134 Nagoya Area 

  
15 Jun 1945 

✓ 136 Osaka 
  

11 Aug 1945 

 137 North Shore “Inland Sea” 
  

Abandoned 

 138 Shikiku 
  

Abandoned 

 139 Sendai 
  

Abandoned 

4.2 Terrain Handbooks 

Table 6  Complete list of Terrain Handbooks produced by the AGS 

Terrain Handbooks marked with (✓) are held by RGSSA 

 No Terrain Handbook Date Published 
✓ 1 Wau and the Gold Field Area (New Guinea), including: 

Salamaua and the Southern Streams of the Markham River 
1 Jun 1943 

✓ 2 The Markham River valley (New Guinea) 08 Jul 1943 
✓ 3 Salamaua, New Guinea (New Guinea) 27 Jun 1943 
✓ 4 Lae and the lower Markham Valley (New Guinea) 28 Jul 1943 
✓ 5 Finschhafen (New Guinea) 18 Aug 1943 
✓ 6 Gasmata (New Guinea) 21 Aug 1943 

 7 Cape Gloucester (New Guinea) 24 Sep 1943 

 8 Talasea (New Britain) 01 Nov 1943 

 9 Umboi (Rooke) Island (New Guinea) 06 Oct 1943 

 10 The Middle Ramu (New Guinea) 04 Oct 1943 

 11 Madang Saidor, Superseded by 14 and 15 (New Guinea) 09 Oct 1943 

 12 Hansa Bay (New Guinea) 17 Jan 1944 
✓ 13 Sio (New Guinea) 17 Dec 1943 
✓ 14 Saidor (New Guinea) 25 Dec 1943 
✓ 15 Madang (New Guinea) 11 Jan 1944 
✓ 16 The Admiralty Islands (New Guinea) 24 Dec 1943 
✓ 17 Wewak (New Guinea) 07 Feb 1944 
✓ 18 But (New Guinea) 24 Mar 1944 
✓ 19 Pictorial supplement to Terrain Handbook 19 Gazelle 

Peninsula (New Guinea) 
18 Feb 1941 

✓ 20 Kavieng and New Hanover (New Guinea) 12 Feb 1944 
✓ 21 Aitape - Wanimo (New Guinea 21 Mar 1944 

 22 Tanimbar Island (New Guinea) 01 Mar 1944 

 23 Aroe Islands (New Guinea) 01 Mar 1944 

 24 Kai islands (New Guinea) 01 Mar 1941 
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 No Terrain Handbook Date Published 

 25 Hollandia (New Guinea) 11 Mar 1944 
✓ 26 Sarmi (New Guinea) 20 Apr 1944 
✓ 27 Schoutend Islands (New Guinea) 12 May 1944 
✓ 28 Manokwari (Dutch New Guinea) 04 Jun 1944 
✓ 29 Sorong area (Dutch New Guinea) 01 Jul 1944 
✓ 30 Morotai Island 19 Aug 1944 
✓ 31 Kaoe Baai (Bay) (Halmahera) 18 Sep 1944 
✓ 32 Taland Eilanden (Talaud Islands) 01 Sep 7944 
✓ 34 Tacloban (Philippine Series) 25 Sep 1944 
✓ 35 Mindoro Island (Philippine Series) 28 Oct 1941 
✓ 36 Masbate Province (Philippine Series), including: 

Masbate, Ticao, Burias Islands) 
8 Nov 1944 

✓ 37 Romblon-Marinduque (Philippine Series) 13 Nov 1944 
✓ 38 Lingayen (Philippine Series) 27 Oct 1944 
✓ 39 Tarlac-Dagupan (Central Luzon) (Philippine Series) 02 Nov 1944 
✓ 40 Cabanatuan (Central Luzon) (Philippine Series) 3 Nov 1944 
✓ 41 Manila (Philippine Series) 21 Nov 1944 
✓ 41A Manila City (Central Luzon) (Philippine Series) 06 Dec 1944 
✓ 42 Batan-Zambales (Central Luzon) (Philippine Series) 24 Nov 1944 
✓ 43 Baler Bay (Tayabas Province) (Philippine Series) 6 Nov 1944 
✓ 44 Lucena (Philippine Series) 30 Nov 1944 
✓ 45 Batangas (S.W. Luzon) (Philippine Series) 30 Nov 1944 

 46 Appari (Northern Luzon) (Philippine Series) 30 Jan 1945 
✓ 47 Cagayan Valley (Northern Luzon) (Philippine Series) 30 Jan 1945 

 48 Legaspi S.E. Luzon) (Philippine Series) 20 Jan 1945 

 49 Camarines (Philippine Series) 03 Mar 1945 
✓ 50 NW Luzon (Philippine Series) 29 Nov 1944 
✓ 51 Panay Island (Philippine Series) 10 Dec 1944 
✓ 52 Negros Island and Siquijor Island (Philippine Series) 27 Dec 1944 

 53 Cebu Island (Philippine Series) 08 Jan 1945 

 54 Sarangani Bay (Mindano) (Philippine Series) 04 Apr 1945 

 55 Central Mindanao (Philippine Series) 01 Feb 1945 

 56 Zamboanga (discontinued) Abandoned 
✓ 57 Job o Group (Philippine Series) 12 Feb 1945 
✓ 58 Kudat-Jesselton (Borneo) 20 Mar 1945 
✓ 59 Brunei Bay (Borneo) 14 Mar 1945 
✓ 60 Sandakan (Borneo) 14 Mar 1945 

 61 Tarakan 26 Feb 1945 
✓ 62 Balikpapan (SE Borneo) 12 Mar 1945 
✓ 63 Bandjermasin (SE Borneo) 30 Mar 1945 

 64 Kuching (Borneo) Abandoned 

 81 Kanoya (Southern Kyushu) 20 Jul 1945 

 82 Kagoshima (Southern Kyushu) 20 Jul 1945 
✓ 83 Miyazaki (Eastern Kyushu) 20 Jul 1945 
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4.3 Special Reports 

Table 7   Complete list of Special Reports produced by the AGS 

Special Reports marked with (✓) are held by RGSSA 

 No Special Report Date Published 

 1 Approaches from Mullins Harbour to Milne Bay 9 Sep 1942 

 2 Jungle in relation to military operations 01 Sep 1942 

 3 Courses and anchorages Milne Bay to Buna Coast 22 Oct 1942 

 4 Finschhafen and Huon Peninsula 21 Oct 1942 

 5 Marobe District - South of Salamaua 22 Oct 1942 

 6 Wau-Bulolo Valley (Goldfields Area) 23 Oct 1942 

 7 Markham Valley 23 Oct 1942 

 8 Country immediately north of l Hydrographers Range 14 Nov 1942 

 9 Relations with Natives in War Time Nov 1942 Feb 1943? 

 10 The Native Carrier 09 Feb 1943 

 11 You and the Native 12 Feb 1943 

 12 Madang and Alexishafen, coastline and tracks 14 Apr 1943 

 13 Coastline-Hopoi to Finschhafen to Wewak-Bogia 14 Apr 1943 

 14 Overland routes, Lae-Markham Valley 16 Apr 1943 

 15 Lindenhafen and Vicinity 24 Apr 1943 

 16 Getting About in New Guinea n.d. Feb 1943? 

 17 Road Nadzab to Lae 17 May 1943 

 18 Overland Routes, Lae-Madang 18 May 1943 (Maps) 
2 Aug 1943 (Report) 

 19 Beaches Lae to Hopoi 22 May 1943 

 20 Information for LC - Paiawa and Salamaua 28 May 1943 

 21 Lae-Beach from Markham River to Bumbu River May  Jul 1943? 
✓ 22 Vegetation Study: Eastern New Guinea 28 Jul 1943 

 23 InlandTrack information Huon Peninsula 30 Aug 1943 

 24 Route, Lae-13oana-Kaiapit Aug Sep 1943? 

 25 Routes across New Britain 01 Oct 1943 

 26 Umboi (Rooke) Island 01 Oct 1943 

 27 Movement by small ships from Borgen Bay-Talasea 22 Oct 1943 

 28 Fly River Area 15 Nov 1943 

 29 Sattelberg -Sio Area 30 Oct 1943 

 30 Timber Resources Kaiapit, Dumpu, Hansa Bay Oct Nov 1943? 

 31 South Coast of New Britain. Itni River-Ablingi Harbor 1 Dec 1943 

 32 Wewak 18 Dec 1943 

 33 Karkar Island Dec 1943 Jan 1944? 

 34 Airfield and Seaplane Bases, North Dutch New Guinea, 
including: Vogelkop, Mamberamo River, Geelvink Bay, 
Waigeo Island, Misool Island and surrounding islands 

Part A:  3 Jan 1934 
Part C: 27 Mar 1944 

 35 Los Negros Island Jan Feb 1944? 

 36 St Matthias Group 14 Feb 1944 

 37 Tanimbar Islands 29 Feb 1944 

 38 Hansa Point to l3oroi River Feb Mar 1944? 
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 No Special Report Date Published 

 39 Hollandia Feb Mar 1941? 
✓ 40 Beaches and Communications, Sorong Area, including: 

Doom Island, Jefnian Island, Salawati Island, Waigeo 
Island, Batanta Island, Tg Noejew and vicinity, North 
Sele Strait, other islands 

21 Mar 1944 

 41 Small Islands North of the Vogelkop 27 Mar 1944 
✓ 42 Beaches, Airsites and Paratroop Droping Zones Area: 

Aroe Islands 
31 Mar 1944 

 43 Ramu to Sepik Coastal Area 12 Apr 1944 

 44 Karkar Island (revised) 10 Apr 1944 

 45 South Coast Dutch New Guinea Borneo-Mount 
Boeroe to Oetoemboewe River 

05 Apr 1944 

 46 Sorong; Jefman Islands 27 Apr 1944 

 47 Schouten and Japan Islands 03 May 1944 
✓ 48 Manokwari 10 May 1944 
✓ 49 Beaches Airsites and Paratroop Dropping Zones Area: 

Kai Islands 
14 Jul 1944 

 50 Del Monte and Malabang Areas, Mindanao (Philippine 
Series) 

May Jul 1944? 

 51 Possible Sites for Fighter Strips, North Vogelkop 11 May 1944 
✓ 52 Cape Croisilles toTobenam Point 10 May 1944 

 53 Landing Beaches and Airfields: SE Bicols (Philippine 
Series) 

03 Jul 1944 

✓ 54 Landing Beaches and Airfields: Aparri (Philippine 
Series) 

03 Jul 1944 

 55 Airfields, Landing Beaches and Roads: Samar and 1.  
(Philippine Series) 

10 Jul 1944 

✓ 56 Landing Beaches, Airfields: Sarangani Bay (Philippine 
Series) 

07 Jul 1944 

 57 Atimonan-Baler (Philippine Series) 31 Jul 1944 

 58 Surigao Peninsula (Philippine Series) 02 Aug 1944 

 59 Liigayen (Philippine Series) 31 Jul 1944 

 60 Central Luzon (Philippine Series) 31 Jul 1944 
✓ 61 Batangas-Lucena (Philippine Series), including SW 

Luzon Island, Cavite Province, Leguna Province, 
Batangas, SW Tayabas  

15 Aug 1944 

✓ 62 Mindoro Island (Philippine Series) 20 Aug 1944 
✓ 63 Eastern New Britain (Excluding Gazelle Peninsula) 

(revision of Terrain Study 54)  
15 Sep 1944 

 64 Jolo-Sulu Archipelago (Philippine Series) 20 Nov 1944 

 65 Bougainville 21 Nov 1944 
✓ 66 Landing Beaches, Airfields, Airfield Sites and 

Communications: Bantam-Batavia (West Java) and 
map supplement 

20 Feb 1945 

 67 Puerto Princesa (Philippine Series) 6 Feb 1945 
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 No Special Report Date Published 

 68 Zamboanga (Philippine Series) 14 Feb 1945 

 N/A Java - Handbook for Servicemen Mar 1945 
27 Mar 1945 (Maps) 

 69 Bandjermasin 15 Mar 1945 

 70 Port of Tandjoengpriok 20 Mar 1945 
✓ 71 Soerabaja 17 Aug 1945 
✓ 72 Semarang 06 Jul 1945 
✓ 73 Cheribon 08 May 1945 
✓ 74 Lombok Strait 23 Aug 1945 
✓ 75 v1 Water Suppy – Java 15 Jun 1945 
✓ 75 v2 Water Suppy – Java 15 Jun 1945 
✓ 75 v3 Water Suppy – Java 15 Jun 1945 
✓ 76 Railways — Java 06 Jul 1945 

 N/A Railways - Japan Jul 1945? 
✓ 77 Batavia-Banam (revised Special Report 66 and Terrain 

Study 112) (West Java) 
20 Aug 1945 

✓ 78 Tjilatjap 20 Aug 1945 
✓ 79 SW Borneo 24 Jul 1945 
✓ 80 Makassar (SW Celebes) 24 Jul 1945 
✓ 81 Kuching (Sarawak Borneo) 28 Aug 1945 
✓ 82 Central Celebes 10 Sep 1945 
✓ 83 Boeroe, including: Alor, Solor, Sawoe, Roti 06 Sep 1945 
✓ 84 Boeroe Island, including: Ambelau Island 04 Sep 1945 
✓ 85 Banda Sea Islands 14 Sep 1945 
✓ 86 Soela Islands 14 Sep 1945 

 100 Northern Nansei Shoto (japan Series) 09 Jun 1945 

 101 Izu Shichito (Group) (Japan Series) 21 Jun 1945 

 102 Fukui-Tsu ruga (Japan Series) 04 Sep 1945 

 103 Nigata (japan Series), including: Niigata (Echigo) Plain 04 Sep 1945 

 104 Otaru-Sapporo (Japan Series) 31 Aug 1945 

 105 Otomari (Japan Series) 04 Sep 1945 

 107 North Shore Inland Sea (Japan Series) 20 Aug and  
4 Sep 1945 

 108 Ominato (Japan Series) 28 Aug 1945 

 109 Kvongson g (Keijo, Seoul) Korea (Japan Series) 28 Aug 1945 

 110 Nagasaki-Sasebo (Japan Series) 31 Aug 1945 

 111 Pusan (Fusin) Korea (Japan Series) 31 Aug 1945 

 112 Shikoku (japan Series) 31 Aug 1945 

 113 Yawata-Shimonoseki (Japan Series) 2S Aug 1945 

 114 Sendai-Ishinomakl (Japan Series) 04 Sep 1945 

 115 Kunsan (Gunzan) Korea (Japan Series) 04 Sep 1945 

 116 Shanghai (China) 01 Jan 1946 
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