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e The Adelaide Hills

Comprising the administrative
districts of Adelaide Hills and Mount
Barker

Once dominated by fruit and
vegetable production with
some dairy herds + poultry

1

More recently specialisation
developed in growing strawberries,
cherries, vineyards and beef cattle

Hobbyists and
past-timers
9

{ Farm-based tourism + processing + horses ]
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Landscape diversity

Multifunctional
Landscape

I conservation land and forests

Horticulture
I Broadacre cropping
[ ] Pasture
12 16 - .
KM [ ] Residential and farm building

I Urban, mining and waste land in transition

B Water




Multifunctional agriculture (MFA) = Farms producing
more than just traditional crops and livestock.

This occurs through
- Enterprise diversification by farms: e.g.

...... Farm-based processing,

Tourism and recreational activities, Farm
Direct sales to customers, —7 diversification
Generation of environmental outputs, and '

Contributions to rural community. Multifunctional

- Generating multifunctional landscapes Agriculture




Horticulture is the dominant enterprise, with wine
grapes, apples and cherries, the principal enterprises of
full-time farmers.

Cherries are the main crop of the part-timers while
hobbyists pursue a range of horticultural activities, but
often focus primarily on environmental management.

For all farmers, the average age group is >65 years of
age, highlighting a problem apparent across the
developed world and also some developing countries,
that of an aging population of farmers.

University of Adelaide



MULTIFUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURE

Major Contributors:

Most and some part-
time farmers intentionally
participate in various pro-
environmental activities.

These — provide
habitat and landscape &
causing growing fragmentation.

Other (horse owners)
— proliferation of invasive
weeds; conversion to pasture.




MULTIFUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURE
RURAL ECONOMY

Main Contributors:

Commercial farms — many
have diversified over a long
' period (stable diversifiers).

. Greater farm diversification
on full-time farms — wine
L, grape growers (

- activities + on-farm
processing )




MULTIFUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURE
RURAL ECONOMY

Main Contributors:

B e REHRT o w il S
fhac A S

SN ., Commercial farms -- large-
e eyl Scale family farms focused
.-#: on production (productivist)

-

y Highly productivist - mainly
§ horticulturalists +

Succession?




MULTIFUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURE
RURAL ECONOMY

Orchards contribute to rural economy — largely
long-established family businesses whilst some
viticulture is associated with more recently

created enterprises. .
Locked-in?




MULTIFUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURE
RURAL ECONOMY

Compared with the
commercial farmers, most
hobbyists generated limited
income from the land.

40% of hobbyists’ farms
--- NO Income

30% --- <5% income

University of Adelaide 10



MULTIFUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURE
SOCIAL-RURAL COMMUNITIES

Providing local employment.

Food supply and food
security

Cultural heritage and
education

University of Adelaide 11






Risks

Climate Change — drought/heat,

storm/hail /bushfire

Agricultural

production and
farm profitability

7

Diversify - new
activities

\

N\

S

[ Plant multiple
crops or
different
varieties

N

— riparian

Threat to life,
property and
general safety

Protect

environment

Provide
sufficient and
regular
irrigation

University of Adelaide
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Risks

Pests and diseases-
Lead to a decline in the

quality and quantity of
produce
' i I w i
Applying new or B S 7 )w w
upgrading agricultural |§ A \
technology | L / )

-

Organic farming

University of Adelaide 14
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1ar contractors; Agricultural

> diversifiers: Trusted or
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REVISITING MULTIFUNCTIONAL
AGRICULTURE IN THE ADELAIDE HILLS

e Apart from intensive farming, other activities,
including farm-based tourism, processing,
alternative food networks and amenity lifestyle

become the main features of the multifun¢tion
landscape. |

LA/




REVISITING MULTIFUNCTIONAL
AGRICULTURE IN THE ADELAIDE HILLS

MORE ISSUES TO BE SOLVED....

« Growth of hobby farming can lead to high:
farmland being replaced by non-economicall
activities (horses, fragmend en ArQRIN
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