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WONDER onthe founding ofSouth Australid

The Foundation of South Australia

SouthAustralia was created administratively 16,000 kilometres away by the

British parliament at Westminster, London. As European powers expanded

their dominions overseaat the start of the nineteenth centurgettiement by

Europeans of vast unmapped tractsAfstralia was seen as strategically

desirable. Captain Charles Sturt who sailed down the River Murray it3829

provided reports back to London of the evident arable lands available near the
adzNN) 8 Q& Y2dziK® [/ 2y OdzNidNdSn/Lorfdawa® Rg I NR D)
espousing theories of systematic colonisation in Austral&sstigious

dissenters, gcially aspiring middle classes and entrepreneurs saw the

confluence of these events as opportunities. Wonder what happened next?

1831 At N LI alt G2 Inkentfoa FoenSidgin Edoiy oDRed S NJ
{ 2dz0 K / 2| & (pre@afed by peditidaNchdicaisladd reformers
Is rejected.

1833 TheSouth Australiarssociation (formed by Wakefield, Gouger and
others) lobbies the British Government to set up a new colony.

1834  TheSouth Australia (FoundatioAct 18340of the British Parliamens
passed"An Act to empower His Majesty to erect South Australia
into a British Province or Provinces and to provide for the
Colonization and Government thereof".

1835 In May the Bitish Government appoints Colonization Commissioners
to oversee the implementation of the Act and to control sales of
land.

The Act required aertain amount of land be sold before the colony
could be establishedrhe noney from the sale of landasintended

to be usedo fund poorer people to migrate to the colongo
providinga labour force.

With slow land sales causing del@george Fife Angas and other
wealthy individuals form th&outh Australian Compaiy October
and purchase most of the unkbland

1836 In January four ships sail from England on behalf of the South
Australian Companyollowed a few months later bghree ships of
the Colonization Commission and two privately chartesbgbs now
O2ftt SOUAGSt e NBFTSNNBRAUX .M Dza LS € G
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1836  Letters Patent are issued on 19hS 6 NHz NB Sa (lince A A KA Y
2T { 2 dzii K Ciptdsd JoHwIHihdinkrss@appointedSovernor
and Colonel William Liglais Surveyoefseneralof the new colony
on285 SOSYOSN) GKS daySs . NAGABK t NRPOD
proclaimed at Glenelg.

1837 On 11" Januanythe first survey pedpr the Gty of Adelaidds placed
onthe corner ofNorth Terraceand West Terrace.

The most urgent initial taskn establishing the colonyereto choosethe site
and to survey the land into suitable blocks for s&lelonel William Lightthe
surveyorgeneral was charged with tbse tasks.

The city survey was completed by March 188d the rural survey by May
1838 allowing for
selection of pre
purchased blocks
and sale of
remaining blocks

The 1837 map
Plan of the
District of
Adelaid€®2 ¢ I a
ol aSR 2y
original map and
clearly shows the

main arterial

roads, the rivers |
and creeks, : Il
including the flood i d PLAN !;;g
site of the Torrens ' i i s |

prsTrRrer |

at Hindmarsh, and |
those areas lightly |
wooded.

By October 838 a
cadastral map of
the entire District
of Adelaidehad
beencompleted.
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Colonel Willam Lightc first SurveyorGeneral

ColonelWilliam Lightwas charged with the responsibility of supervising and
enacting the inaugural survey of the n@novinceof South Australigassisted
by deputy-surveyorKingston and surveyor Firsai

Arrival in South Australia

[ A 3K (i Rapiddép&rted_BEngland on®IMay 1836 and arrived at Kangaroo

Island on 1% August. Light first explored the Gulf St Vincent by sailing to Rapid

Bay and heading north, finding the Port River at the end of September. After
YAy3ad2yQa I NNAGIE Ay hOl26SNI [ ATIKI R
party under Kingston to exploré¢ area around Holdfagay and the other

under Finrss to explore around Rapid Bay.

Choosing the sé for Adelaide

Light explored the Port River in NovemperS & O NA odng/dltheNidestl a &
little harbours | ever sa& He then sailed to Port Lincoty { LISY OSNX & D
assess its suitability for settlement, as he had been ordered to, but rejected the
location due to the lack of available water and hazardous harbor entr&rce.

the 24" DecembeiColonel Lightvalkedoverthe plain to that part of theriver

where Mr Kingston had pitched his teand decided on thisite for the City of

Adelaide and that of Port Adelaide for its harbon 29" December Light

chose the position of the town, Governor Hindmarsh inspected it dhel

Kingston recorded it on 31December 1836

Survey of Adelaide

On 39 January 1837 Light set up his survey camp and began an intensive
examination of the ground to establish the best method for laying out the
town. The survey commenced on"1Januarywith the first survey pegeing
placedat the corner of North and West Terrac&y 7" February Light had
prepared a map of the town and surrounding district. The city survey was
completed by 18 March and included 1042 city acre blocks for settlement
The survey of the rural sections was completed b{ WAy 1838.

[ AGKG Q& { dzZNBSe 2 2NJ

ByJunel838 almost 150,000 acrg$07 sqgkm)had been surveyed and
mapped out around Adelaidendat Rapid Bay, Yankalilla, around the
Onkaparinga River and on Kangatsland.Following his resignatioas
surveyorgeneral on 2% June 1838Lightformed a private company with

Finnis and three other former staff. Theyrveyed the Port Rivethe village
of Marion,and the towrs of Glenelgand Gawler
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[ AGKGIQA A&A2Y

The exact site for Adelaide was chosen by Colonel éffgicause it was on a
beautiful and gentlyrising ground and formed altogether a better connection
with the river than any other plaée | ydRserkesl thathe site was central

to good land throughouits vicinityand at no inconvenient distance from the
Port.In an unpublished letter dated Octobef 8837 tofellow surveyoiMr.
William Jacob, Colonel Light writélsvas never sanguine on any point but one,
and that was the eligibility of the site fédelaide; in that | was always
confidenté

[ AGKG Q& OK3
the main settlement
causeddebate and
discordamong many of
the settlersand

officials Other sites at
Port Lincoln, Port
Adelaide and
Encounter Bay had
been championed by
various interests but
were all rejected by
Light.

Lightwas confident
that history would
vindicatehis choice

[ A3KGQa XBOSSR [ SOSt

GThe reasons that led me fix Adelaide where it is | do not expect to be
generally understood or calmly judged at the present. My enemies, however,
have done me the good servicefiaingthe whole responsibility upon me. | am
perfectly willing to bear it, and | leave it to pedty and not to them to decide
whether | am entitled to praise or blange

In Memoriam

There are many memorials around South Australia to Colonel William Light,

who was given a State Funeral on his deatght Square and tomlI€ity of

Adelaide Light Squee in Marion and in GawleColonel Light Gardenisight
PassGulnareLower Lightf A A KiRal ¥RSpBAIKGQa O2y OSLI
surrounded by parklands including the City of Adelaide and many country

towns.
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Biography ofWilliam Light¢ founder of Adelaide

Born: 27" April 1786in Kuala Kedah, Malayaow Malaysia)
Died: 6™ October 1839n Adelaide, South Australia

Early years

2AtEALY [ ASF
Captain Francis Light
(c.1740;1794), was a
British explorer who
founded the British
colony of Penang and its &
capital George Town in
1786¢ the year of
2AttAlFYQA O
mother, Martinha
Rozells, was traditionally &% &
a Princess of Kedah and
mayhave been
Portuguese Eurasian.
William Lidpt spent his
infant yearsan Penang,
but atthe age ofsixhis
parents sent himo
England to be educated
by his father's friend, Portrait of William Light RGSSA

Charles Doughty, of

Theberton, Suffolk. He showed early aptitude for languages and sketching.

Soldier and adventurer

In 1799,as a teenagel,ightentered the navy as a voluntedeaving two years
later asa midshipman. While travelling in France in May 1803 he was made a
civilian internee at Verdubut escapedn 5 January 1804. Light travelled to
Calcutta in 1805 for his siste wedding on 9 Margland was present on 19
November 1806 when his brothém-law, Major Welsh, disarmed a portion of
his Indian regimento avert a massacre

Light purchased a cornetcy in the 4th DragoonMay 1808 anavas
promotedto lieutenant inApril 1809 Heserved with distinction throughout
the PeninsulaWar. His skills as Enguistand his ability tadraw well, report
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