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Royal Geographical Society
of South Australia (RGSSA)

The RGSSA is a voluntary, not-for profit organisation for advancing

geographical science and promoting public awareness and enjoyment of
Geography and related topics.

As well as presenting a dynamic series of lectures and events, and
publishing a range of materials, the Society is custodian of a library of over
250,000 volumes which is one of the most significant collections of rare
geographical books and manuscripts in Australia.

This presentation introduces you to a few of the RGSSA’s many treasures.

Note: The information presented has been prepared by volunteers of the RGSSA and is subject to revision as
more research on the treasures is undertaken.


https://rgssa.org.au/

Read more ...

The Birds of
Australia by
John Gould

This set of volumes is
recognised as one of the
great natural history
publications of all time.

It was published between
1840 and 1848 with 681
hand-coloured lithographic
plates and is an original
edition.


https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/the-birds-of-australia-by-john-gould

Views in Australia or
New South Wales and
Van Diemen's Land by
Joseph Lycett, 1825
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"fi;g ¢ Joseph Lycett was an artist who was
g8 transported to Australia in 1811 for forgery.

His fifty aquatint engravings of landscape views

THE SUCAR LOAF MOUNTAI xy,
2 =
Wtar:e N Gasitl.

o are considered to be Australia's finest of the

Zondon. Feblevhed 2" 11824 by J Souter. 725 uets Charch Yard,

~ time and Lycett to be the outstanding artist of
Read more .. his period in Australia.



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/views-in-australia-or-new-south-wales-and-van-diemens-land-by-joseph-lycett-1825

Space exploration poster & fragment of Stuart’s tree which
travelled into space

A framed collage of NASA’s 1996 Space
Shuttle Endeavour mission and a
fragment of wood from a tree blazed by
renown explorer John McDouall Stuart
that was taken on the Endeavour
voyage by Dr. Andrew Thomas
(Australia’s only astronaut) as one of his
personal mementos.

These items are unique and together represent
a connection of exploration of both land and
Read more ... space by South Australians.



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/space-exploration-poster-fragment-of-stuarts-tree-which-travelled-into-space

Peron's account of Baudin's voyage with maps by Freycinet

Read more ...

This treasure consists of three
volumes written by Francois Peron
and a collection of magnificent maps
by Louis de Freycinet, recording the
journey of exploration to the "south
seas" under Capt. Nicholas Baudin
between 1800 and 1804, which
included the south coast of Australia.

Among the maps is the first published
map of the whole of the coastline of
Australia.

It was during this voyage that Baudin's
and Mathew Flinders' paths crossed
at Encounter Bay, South Australia in
May 1802.


https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/perons-account-of-baudins-voyage-with-maps-by-freycinet

A Voyage to Terra Australis 1814, by Matthew Flinders

3z

"A voyage to Terra Australis; undertaken for the \I S
purpose of completing the discovery of that vast Rl
country, and prosecuted in the years 1801, 1 )
1802, and 1803 in His Majesty's ship the |
Investigator, and subsequently in the armed
vessel Porpoise and Cumberland, schooner.

With an account of the shipwreck of the
Porpoise, arrival of the Cumberland at
Mauritius, and imprisonment of the commander
during six years and a half in that island.”

By Matthew Flinders (1774-1814), commander
of the Investigator.

Flinders was the first to

circumnavigate Australia and chart
its entire coastline.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/a-voyage-to-terra-australia-1814-by-matthew-flinders

Journal of a voyage to New South Wales
in 1788 by John White

John White’s journal was
published in 1790 and
represents one of the earliest
and most important first-hand
accounts of Australian colonial
history.

It includes many colour plates of
a wide variety of animals, insects, -
fish and plants.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/john-whites-journal-of-a-voyage-to-new-south-wales-1788

The Malay Archipelago, 1869 and The geographical
distribution of animals, 1876 by Alfred Russel Wallace

Alfred Russell Wallace
developed theories of
evolution and survival of the
fittest at about the same
time as Charles Darwin.

Wallace also developed the
"Wallace Line " running
north south between
Borneo and the Celebes that
recognised the clear
separation of Asiatic and
Australian animals.

= PHYSICAL MAP
of the
MALAY ARCHIPELAGO
by

Alfired Russol Wallue
1868

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/wallace-alfred-russel-the-malay-archipelago-1869-and-the-geographical-distribution-of-animals-1876

Catalogue of specimens of cloth
collected during the voyages of
Captain Cook, 1768-1779

This small book produced by
Alexander Shaw in 1787 contains 38
samples of tapa cloth collected on the
three voyages of Captain Cook to the
South Pacific 1768-1779.

It is a rare example of items known to
have been on Cook's ships. The book
also contains anecdotes of early

encounters with Indigenous peoples.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/catalogue-of-specimens-of-cloth-collected-during-the-voyages-of-captain-cook-1768-1779

A Journal of a voyage to the South Seas in HMS
Endeavour, 1773 by Sydney Parkinson um

Parkinson was Sir Joseph Banks'
"draughtsman" on James Cook's
expedition to Tahiti, New Zealand
and Australia 1768 - 1771.

This journal is based on the notes M
he made during the voyage and ||
was published by his brother ¢l
Stanfield after Sydney's death on [
the voyage home. The illustrations |
are engravings made from :
Parkinson's original sketches.

bl Read more ...


https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/sydney-parkinsons-a-journal-of-a-voyage-to-the-south-seas-in-his-majestys-ship-the-endeavour-1773

Mammals of
Australia
by John Gould

John Gould is usually
thought of as the "bird man"
but following his trip to
Australia between May 1838
and August 1839, he
published Mammals of
Australia in three volumes
with 182 beautifully hand-
coloured lithographic plates.

ANTECHINTS MURINUS, Waterh.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/mammals-of-australia-by-john-gould-1845-1863

Natural History of Lepidopterous Insects of NSW,
1805 by John Lewin

This book by John
Lewin (1770-1819)
was the first natural
history book
illustrated with plates
produced in Australia
and is extremely

rare.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/john-lewins-natural-history-of-lepidopterous-insects-i-e-moths-of-nsw-1805

The Forest Flora of South Australia

Created by a team of 4
people, these were the
first high quality prints of
local botanical specimens
published in the province
of South Australia.

They were issued in nine
parts, each of five plates,
between 1883 and 1890.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/the-forest-flora-of-south-australia-45-coloured-botanical-lithographic-plates

Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Atlas of the Whole World) by
Abraham Ortelius, 1571 == |
ﬁrrpvs ORBI[S ERR(‘A}F\LVMJM

This was a landmark in cartography o
and is known as the first modern atlas § |\Ja =
containing a comprehensive collection
of the best available maps of the time.

__J—_,—— Mrlklnl)\v‘f-_,' e 4[’& L=

QVID EI POTEST VIDERT MAGNVM IN REBVS HY. MANIS, CVI AETERNITAS ‘l, ¥
1S )2WE MVNDI NOTA SIT MAGNITVDO. CICERO: =

e MARE B ALTH

‘ § First published in tin in 1570, this
# edition is one of 275 printed in 1571
in Dutch, Ortelius's own language.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/theatrum-orbis-terrarum-atlas-of-the-whole-world-by-abraham-ortelius-1571

Australia
by Fanny de Mole
1861

Fanny de Mole wrote
and illustrated the first
book on wildflowers in
South Australia

There were an estimated
100 copies made of the
original edition.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/wildflowers-of-south-australia-by-fanny-de-mole-1861

Natural history, general and particular Illlustrated, 1785
by Comte de Buffon, Georges Louis Leclerc

Buffon was a French naturalist,
mathematician, cosmologist and
encyclopaedist. Some of his
thoughts on the world of natural
history evolution pre-dated
those of Charles Darwin by 100
years. Buffon was the greatest
naturalist of his time.

The RGSSA set of nine volumes,
is thought to be the only one
held in an Australian library.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/comte-de-buffon-georges-louis-leclerc-natural-history-general-and-particular-illustrated-1785
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A 19th century copy of a strip map printed in 1598.
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Maps of routes for
specific purposes —
military or trade — were
produced by the
Romans.

This example is a 19th
century print of a map
dating back to the first
century, revised,
corrected, and added to
for the next 900 years.

It has no overall
orientation and no
consistent scale.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/peutinger-table-tabula-peutingeriana-a-19th-century-copy-of-a-strip-map-printed-in-1598-which-originated-from-the-1st-century
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Map of Adelaide 1838
by Henry Nixon

This very early map of Adelaide
was drawn by Lieut. Henry
Nixon who was a member of
Colonel Light's survey party.

It shows interesting detail of
Adelaide in its very early days.

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/nixons-map-of-adelaide-1838

Historia Mundi: or Mercator’s Atlas — in English,
published London, 1635

Gerardus Mercator (1512-1594) was a Flemish
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https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/historia-mundi-or-mercators-atlas-in-english-published-london-1635

s Royal Geographical Society
of South Australia (RGSSA)

The preceding slides have provided an introduction to the large and
diverse collection of treasures held by the RGSSA.

The following slides give a further indication of the breadth of the collection.

The Society is grateful to many contributors for assistance with this project.

https://rqssa.org.au/heritage/treasures
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Translation of Strabo's Geographicorum

1525

This is a translation of Strabo's Geographicarum
or Geography, originally published in 7BC, and is
by Valentmus Curio according to a new
translation from the Greek original done by
Conrado Heresbachio, 1523. It is one of the oldest
books in the RGSSA library and gives a valuable
picture of how the world was perceived at that
time.

STRABO TRANSLATION, 1523 Lalentinvs Cvrio
lectori. En tibi lector stvdiose Strabonis
geographicorum coémetarios, olim ut putatur, a
Guarino Veronense, & Gregorio Trisemate
latinate donates, iam uero

A first edition of Sebastian Munster's
'Cosmographia Universalis' 1544

This was the earliest German language
description of the world. It contains a wealth of
pictorial detail illustrating towns, animals and
human beings as well as the more usual
geographical information. It is one of the oldest
books in the RGSSA library.

READ MORE —
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Mr. Alfred Searcy’s Experiences on North

coast of Australia

An important cultural report and details of
everyday life in Port Darwin (the 'Singapore of
Australia') pre and post European settlement. It
includes a history of the trepang (sea
cucumber) trade and transport network and the
social interaction between the local Aboriginal,
Malay and Macassar peoples.

READ MORE —

rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures
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Charles Butler's The Feminine
Monarchie, or the Historie of Bees, 1634

This is the first work on the science of
beekeeping in the English language. Written by
Charles Butler, who is known as the Father of
English beekeeping, the text brought into the
public consciousness the idea that a bee colony
is presided over by a queen.

READ MORE —
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William Cuningham's Cosmological

Glasse 1558

The Cosmological Glasse, conteinyng the
pleasant Principles of Cosmographie,
Geographie, Hydrographie or Navigation, 1558.
This very old and important book is said to be
the first written on the subject of surveying and
is one of the oldest items in the RGSSA
collection. It contains many beautiful woodcuts
including an aerial view of Norwich.

READ MORE =

The Zincali by George Borrow

This manuscript is in book form and consists of
drafts for The Zincali’ or An Account of the
Gypsies of Spain published in1841 and also notes
by the author George Borrow.

Image from The Project Gutenberg eBook of
The Zincali

READ MORE —

rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures
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Mammals of Australia by John Gould,
1845 -1863

John Gould is usually thought of as the "bird
man", but following his trip to Australia between
May 1838 and August 1839, he published
Mammals of Australia in three volumes with 182
beautifully hand coloured lithographic plates.

READ MORE —

Mappemonde by Nicholas Desliens of
Dieppe, 1566

This map was drawn with south at the top
which was not uncommon until the use of the
magnetic compasses became widespread. An
excellent hand drawn copy from 1884 of one of
the world’s oldest maps.

READ MORE —

David Roberts' hand coloured
lithographs of the Holy Land - Royal
Subscription Edition

123 Royal Subscription Edition RSE folio
lithographic hand coloured prints of The Holy
Land, Syria, Idumea, and Arabia, From Drawings

"made on the Spot" by David Roberts R A 1796-
1864

READ MORE —

rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures



Treasures

v/ LA e ]

N e
SR

B T —

' Vel
N
47 IR \Q‘
L ol
%

Prolemy atlas 1480 - Ptolemy, Claudio, Colom, Arnold, Zee Atlas - Amsterdam Sample of the original rail line from
AD 100- AD 168 Geographia di 1658 Goolwa to Port Elliot Railway
Francesco Befhnghleﬂ 1480 This rare atlas, mostly of charts, includes one of The rail sample from the Goolwa to Port Elliot
, B A the earliest published maps showing part of the section, opened in May 1854, is a first in Australia
The oldest book in the Society's Library is : ' ) S - N
. ] o south coast of Australia. These charts are for several reasons: first laid with iron rails; first
Ptolemy's Geographia di Francesco Berlinghieri, , . . : . . =
‘ A . exceptionally beautiful with ornate cartouches Government funded railway; first to use the 5'3
a folio volume published in Florence, Italy, by : o : : L . . :
and vivid colouring. gauge in South Australia. The bugle is unique in

Nicolo Todescho Berlinghieri, ca 1480. This

volume contains the calculations and art works READ MORE =
of Claudius Ptolemy, 100- ¢.170 AD. This folio

volume with 31 maps engraved on copper and is

considered a monument of typography and the READ MORE =
engraver's art.

that it belonged to the tram driver, as the line
only used animal power, so there was no steam
whistle.

READ MORE —

rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures
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South Australia, wall map, created by the
Department of Lands 1923

This 1923 map, a one-off creation, is
approximately 3 metres wide by 3.5 metres tall,
and has the signature of the Surveyor General,
Theo (Theodore) E. Day, who was appointed in

1921. The map is a good example of the
cartographer’s art around the 1920s. It includes
the routes of 28 explorers from Charles Sturt
1823 to Frank Rees George 1904 as well as
Surveyed Lands, Pastoral Leases, Artesian basins
and Goyder's Line of rainfall etc.

READ MORE —

McKinlay’s Whisky Flask

Known as the "knight-errant of explorers", and
standing 193cm (6 feet, 4 inches) tall, Scotsman
John McKinlay (1819-72) was an adventurer and
pastoralist. He led the South Australian Burke
Relief Expedition and was the second European
man to cross the continent from south to north.

READ MORE =

Sir Joseph Banks -Handwritten journals
of a voyage to Newfoundland and
Labrador, and a visit to Lisbon

These two volumes were handwritten by the
young, and later distinguished botanist, Joseph
Banks on his first "expedition" between April and
November 1766. The first records his journey to
Newfoundland and Labrador on HMS Niger. This
was his first visit to a foreign country and his first
experience of ocean sailing. The second records
his stay of six weeks in Lisbon on the way home.

READ MORE —

rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures
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How to make Sitver and Golden Rain, and bow 1o nfe ther.

Ou muft provide ftore of Goofe-Q\\xills, which you muft cut offfo far s they 3
archollow 5 the Compofition to fill them is, twoOunces of Coal-duft, and {
one Pound of Powdex well mixed 5 having filled many of thefe Quills, you (hall place
them in the fame place as Etold you to put the Powder and-Stars,putting a little Pi~
flol-Powder to blow them out, asyou did the Stars, and fill the top of the cafe asfull
of them as you can, with the open end downwards 3 (o foon as the Rocket is fpent;
there will appeara GoldenShower, or Rain; or with the Compofition for White:
Starsfilled in the Quills, will makeafhower of Silver Rain:
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SEct. XVIL

How to make Fite-Lances.
Ake them thus 5 firft, you muft make Cartrages, or Cafes juft like the Cafes

for Rockets, only thole fora need may bemade with Paftboard, and glued,as . ; 4
they are formed round,but the former is better 5 let them be filled with the dry Com= ‘ - Q2 " : 2 : : 8 3 ‘I:l;:i»lub. -
pofition for Starsas in Scion 13. Prime them with wet Gun-Powder,the lower end e < N 2 3 2 4 i Sz &
of the Cafc is flopped with a plece of Wood, to the end they may be nailed and ftic- 4 e g 4 l‘7~"§¢bg"_é’ly u’éearu
ted when and where they (hall be ufed, the Wood being about three Fingers breadth AN i1 L i AN : ™ : “echon. 5
out of the Cafe or Cattrage, or aslong as you will. B % S : 5 UL ,,'jﬂ’/"* and stick irD
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SEcT. XVIIL

FGiranllinderGranade

S furned timbirt,
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The manner how to make Balloons for the Mortar-Piece.

'Y'Ou muft have a Formor o Rouler twice the length of the Diameter, and of the “'Z"'*éﬂw/w/m.‘hat
bignefs, asyou will have theinfide of your Balloon, and upon that Formor put | | \ iy e p ey e
fo many Paftboards asyou fhall think {ufficient for firength, then pafte or glae them \ C i i % . 4 dall wi:/;':f,: s
well together, and choak him at the end witha firing, leavinga fmall hole fora . ¢ : Jort: =
Port-fire, which muft be made juft like a Roeket, but no holesin it as the Rockee ABCD arethe mmonfer
hath, and of fuch lengthasis fit : Now to fill the Balloons, place all your Serpents Rice mould andBullon;

within it together, with Stars, Rockets, and Crackers, leave very little room within
ghc Cale, or Cartrage; and being filled, putinas much Powder.duftas you can,thac
it may run every where through the Chinks between the Serpents; Rockets, and
Stars, that they may all fire, and that the faid Powder-duft may break the Balloony
thefe things chus done, choak up the other end clofe, and charge itin the Mortar,
aswe have taught you to do the Canvas Granadoin the fourth Section,and you may
fhoot it when you pleafe, and you will make moft excellent delight to the Spe@ators,
and credit to your {elf; for this is part of the way of Mr. Malshu’s Fire-Works,
#hich were the beft thatever I praifed. ; P
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The Mariners' Magazine - by Captain Samuel Sturmy (1633-1669)

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/the-mariners-magazine-by-captain-samuel-sturmy-1633-1669

David Roberts' hand-coloured lithographs of the Holy Land
Royal Subscription Edition

Read more ...



https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/david-roberts-hand-coloured-lithographs-of-the-holy-land-royal-subscription-edition

A first edition of
Sebastian
Munster’s

Cosmographia

Universalis'
1544

Read more ...
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