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The RGSSA is a voluntary, not-for profit organisation for advancing 
geographical science and promoting public awareness and enjoyment of 
Geography and related topics.
 

As well as presenting a dynamic series of lectures and events, and 
publishing a range of materials, the Society is custodian of a library of over 
250,000 volumes which is one of the most significant collections of rare 
geographical books and manuscripts in Australia.

This presentation introduces you to a few of the RGSSA’s many treasures.

Royal Geographical Society 
of South Australia (RGSSA)

Note:  The information presented has been prepared by volunteers of the RGSSA and is subject to revision as 
more research on the treasures is undertaken.

https://rgssa.org.au/


The Birds of 
Australia by
John Gould

This set of volumes is 
recognised as one of the 
great natural history 
publications of all time. 

It was published between 
1840 and 1848 with 681 
hand-coloured lithographic 
plates and is an original 
edition.Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/the-birds-of-australia-by-john-gould


Joseph Lycett was an artist who was 
transported to Australia in 1811 for forgery. 

His fifty aquatint engravings of landscape views 
are considered to be Australia's finest of the 
time and Lycett to be the outstanding artist of 
his period in Australia.

Views in Australia or 
New South Wales and 
Van Diemen's Land by 
Joseph Lycett, 1825

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/views-in-australia-or-new-south-wales-and-van-diemens-land-by-joseph-lycett-1825


Space exploration poster & fragment of Stuart’s tree which 
travelled into space

A framed collage of NASA’s 1996 Space 
Shuttle Endeavour mission and a 
fragment of wood from a tree blazed by 
renown explorer John McDouall Stuart 
that was taken on the Endeavour 
voyage by Dr. Andrew Thomas 
(Australia’s only astronaut) as one of his 
personal mementos.

These items are unique and together represent 
a connection of exploration of both land and 
space by South Australians.Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/space-exploration-poster-fragment-of-stuarts-tree-which-travelled-into-space


Peron's account of Baudin's voyage with maps by Freycinet

This treasure consists of three 
volumes written by Francois Peron 
and a collection of magnificent maps 
by Louis de Freycinet, recording the 
journey of exploration to the "south 
seas" under Capt. Nicholas Baudin 
between 1800 and 1804, which 
included the south coast of Australia. 

Among the maps is the first published 
map of the whole of the coastline of 
Australia. 

It was during this voyage that Baudin's 
and Mathew Flinders' paths crossed 
at Encounter Bay, South Australia in 
May 1802.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/perons-account-of-baudins-voyage-with-maps-by-freycinet


A Voyage to Terra Australis 1814, by Matthew Flinders

"A voyage to Terra Australis; undertaken for the 
purpose of completing the discovery of that vast 
country, and prosecuted in the years 1801, 
1802, and 1803 in His Majesty's ship the 
Investigator, and subsequently in the armed 
vessel Porpoise and Cumberland, schooner. 

With an account of the shipwreck of the 
Porpoise, arrival of the Cumberland at 
Mauritius, and imprisonment of the commander 
during six years and a half in that island.”

By Matthew Flinders (1774-1814), commander 
of the Investigator.

Flinders was the first to 
circumnavigate Australia and chart 
its entire coastline.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/a-voyage-to-terra-australia-1814-by-matthew-flinders


Journal of a voyage to New South Wales 
in 1788 by John White

John White’s journal was 
published in 1790  and 
represents one of the earliest 
and most important first-hand 
accounts of Australian colonial 
history. 

It includes many colour  plates of 
a wide variety of animals, insects, 
fish and plants.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/john-whites-journal-of-a-voyage-to-new-south-wales-1788


The Malay Archipelago, 1869 and The geographical 
distribution of animals, 1876 by Alfred Russel Wallace

Alfred Russell Wallace 
developed theories of 
evolution and survival of the 
fittest at about the same 
time as Charles Darwin. 

Wallace also developed the 
"Wallace Line " running 
north south between 
Borneo and the Celebes that 
recognised the clear 
separation of Asiatic and 
Australian animals. Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/wallace-alfred-russel-the-malay-archipelago-1869-and-the-geographical-distribution-of-animals-1876


Catalogue of specimens of cloth 
collected during the voyages of 
Captain Cook, 1768-1779

This small book produced by 
Alexander Shaw in 1787 contains 38 
samples of tapa cloth collected on the 
three voyages of Captain Cook to the 
South Pacific 1768-1779.

It is a rare example of items known to 
have been on Cook's ships. The book 
also contains anecdotes of early 
encounters with Indigenous peoples.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/catalogue-of-specimens-of-cloth-collected-during-the-voyages-of-captain-cook-1768-1779


A Journal of a voyage to the South Seas in HMS 
Endeavour, 1773 by Sydney Parkinson

Parkinson was Sir Joseph Banks' 
"draughtsman" on James Cook's 
expedition to Tahiti, New Zealand 
and Australia 1768 - 1771. 

This journal is based on the notes 
he made during the voyage and 
was published by his brother 
Stanfield after Sydney's death on 
the voyage home. The illustrations 
are engravings made from 
Parkinson's original sketches.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/sydney-parkinsons-a-journal-of-a-voyage-to-the-south-seas-in-his-majestys-ship-the-endeavour-1773


Mammals of 
Australia 

by John Gould

John Gould is usually 
thought of as the "bird man" 
but following his trip to 
Australia between May 1838 
and August 1839, he 
published Mammals of 
Australia in three volumes 
with 182 beautifully hand- 
coloured lithographic plates.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/mammals-of-australia-by-john-gould-1845-1863


This book by John 
Lewin (1770-1819) 
was the first natural 
history book 
illustrated with plates 
produced in Australia 
and is extremely 
rare.

Natural History of Lepidopterous Insects of NSW, 
1805 by John Lewin

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/john-lewins-natural-history-of-lepidopterous-insects-i-e-moths-of-nsw-1805


The Forest Flora of South Australia

Created by a team of 4 
people, these were the 
first high quality prints of 
local botanical specimens 
published in the province 
of South Australia. 

They were issued in nine 
parts, each of five plates, 
between 1883 and 1890.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/the-forest-flora-of-south-australia-45-coloured-botanical-lithographic-plates


Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Atlas of the Whole World) by 
Abraham Ortelius, 1571

This was a landmark in cartography 
and is known as the first modern atlas 
containing a comprehensive collection 
of the best available maps of the time. 

First published in Latin in 1570, this 
edition is one of 275 printed in 1571 
in Dutch, Ortelius's own language.
Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/theatrum-orbis-terrarum-atlas-of-the-whole-world-by-abraham-ortelius-1571


Wildflowers of South 
Australia 

by Fanny de Mole
1861

Fanny de Mole wrote 
and illustrated the first 
book on wildflowers in 
South Australia

There were an estimated 
100 copies made of the 
original edition.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/wildflowers-of-south-australia-by-fanny-de-mole-1861


Natural history, general and particular Illustrated, 1785
 by Comte de Buffon, Georges Louis Leclerc 

Buffon was a French naturalist, 
mathematician, cosmologist and 
encyclopaedist.  Some of his 
thoughts on the world of natural 
history evolution pre-dated 
those of Charles Darwin by 100 
years. Buffon was the greatest 
naturalist of his time.

The RGSSA set of nine volumes, 
is thought to be the only one 
held in an Australian library.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/comte-de-buffon-georges-louis-leclerc-natural-history-general-and-particular-illustrated-1785


Peutinger Table

A 19th century copy of a strip map printed in 1598.

Maps of routes for 
specific purposes — 
military or trade — were 
produced by the 
Romans.  

This example is a 19th 
century print of a map 
dating back to the first 
century, revised, 
corrected, and added to 
for the next 900 years. 

It has no overall 
orientation and no 
consistent scale.
Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/peutinger-table-tabula-peutingeriana-a-19th-century-copy-of-a-strip-map-printed-in-1598-which-originated-from-the-1st-century


Map of Adelaide 1838 
by Henry Nixon

This very early map of Adelaide 
was drawn by Lieut. Henry 
Nixon who was a member of 
Colonel Light's survey party. 

It shows interesting detail of 
Adelaide in its very early days.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/nixons-map-of-adelaide-1838


Historia Mundi: or Mercator’s Atlas – in English, 
published London, 1635

Gerardus Mercator (1512-1594) was a Flemish 
geographer, engraver and mathematician renowned for 
his production of maps, globes and scientific 
instruments. 

His Atlas, first published 
(posthumously) in 1595, 
represents the first 
appearance of the word 
‘Atlas’ to reference a book 
of maps.

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/historia-mundi-or-mercators-atlas-in-english-published-london-1635


https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures

Royal Geographical Society 
of South Australia (RGSSA)

The preceding slides have provided an introduction to the large and 
diverse collection of treasures held by the RGSSA.

The following slides give a further indication of the breadth of the collection.

The Society is grateful to many contributors for assistance with this project.

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures
https://rgssa.org.au/contributors-to-the-treasures
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The Mariners' Magazine - by Captain Samuel Sturmy (1633-1669)

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/the-mariners-magazine-by-captain-samuel-sturmy-1633-1669


David Roberts' hand-coloured lithographs of the Holy Land
Royal Subscription Edition

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/david-roberts-hand-coloured-lithographs-of-the-holy-land-royal-subscription-edition


A first edition of 
Sebastian 
Munster’s 

Cosmographia 
Universalis' 

1544

Read more …

https://rgssa.org.au/heritage/treasures/a-first-edition-of-sebastian-munsters-cosmographia-universalis-1544
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