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Searching the RGSSA Library Catalogue 
 

Introduction 

The RGSSA Library catalogue is available online at https://rgssa.slimlib.com.au/ and can also be 

accessed from the RGSSA website by clicking the link “Library Catalogue” on the Catalogue of 

Library Holdings webpage (selectable from the LIBRARY drop-down menu). The Library catalogue 

was developed using Trimagic Software. 

The catalogue has both basic and advanced search features and can save catalogue entries in text 

format to send as an email.  

Basic Search 

The Library catalogue opens at the basic search screen: 

 

• The user types in a search term and selects the scope of the search from the drop-down 

menu (All fields, Title, Responsibility, Author, Corporate Author, Corporate Ref, Format, 

Online resource), then clicks the “Find” button. 

o Note: enclose search phrases in quotation marks to prevent the words being 

processed separately and all items with any of the words being returned. 

• The next screen will show the list of the catalogue entries that satisfied the search and 

provide the option to sort the list by Relevance, Title or Date Published. 

• Next to each entry is a clickable link for “Add to favorites” 

 

https://rgssa.slimlib.com.au/
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Saving Favourites 

The catalogue interface allows the user to compile a list of relevant catalogue entries that can be 

later sent to an email address. 

 

• Click the link “Add to favorites” next to a catalogue entry of interest. 

• The title for this entry will then appear on the right-hand side of the screen under the 

heading “Your Favourites”. 

• Each item you select will be added to the “Your Favourites” list for the current session. 

• To remove an item from “Your Favourites” list, click the small red button next to the title. 

Email the List of Favourites 

Users can perform multiple searches to compile a list of relevant catalogue entries in their 

Favourites list that can then be emailed to the Library (library@rgssa.org.au), themselves, or to 

another researcher. 

• Use basic and/or advanced searches to identify relevant catalogue entries and add them to 

the Favourites list. 

• Click the “Email” link at the top of the Favourites list. 

• A new window will open asking the user to specify: 

o Email To Address = destination email address 

o Your Name = will be included in the email 

o Your Email = required field (does not appear in the email) 

o Subject = subject line for the email 

mailto:library@rgssa.org.au
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• The message of the email will show the title, author, publisher and call number for the 

items in the Favourites list. 

 

• Click the “Send” button. 

• The Trimagic software will then generate the email and send it to the destination email 

address (there may be a small delay before you are advised that this has been done). 

• The recipient will receive an email from trimagic@trimagic.com.au with the subject you 

specified and the message text listing the catalogue entries. 

Advanced Search 

Click the “Advanced” link at the top of any screen to open the Advanced Search screen: 

 

mailto:trimagic@trimagic.com.au
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The Advanced Search allows multiple search terms to be combined (for example, search for 

“Gould” in Author field and “Australia” in the Title field) and also offers a wider range of search 

field options than the Basic Search 

• The "Match" setting specifies how the multiple search fields are combined: 

ALL Terms – will return only records that match every search field. 

ANY Terms – will return any records that match at least one search field. 

NO Terms – will return all records EXCEPT those that match search fields. 

• Use the "Add Search Field" button to add additional search fields to the form. You may use 

as many search fields as you wish. 

• To further refine your search, click the link “Edit this Advanced Search” at the top of the 

page; otherwise click “Start a new Advanced Search” or “Start a new Basic Search” to start 

a fresh search. 

Search Groups 

Information on the use of Search Groups is not provided in this document but can be found by 

clicking the link “Help with Advanced Search” at the top of the page. 

Filtering an advanced search by format (book, pamphlet, manuscript etc) 

The Advanced Search screen also allows you to restrict your search to particular classes of items: 

• Specify your search terms in the top half of the Advanced Search screen. 

• Beneath the “Limit to” heading is the selection box entitled “Format” where you select the 

class of item of interest and then press the “Find” button beneath it. 

• The search results will be filtered to return items only of that class. 

• Note: if you then click the link “Edit this Advanced Search”, the Advanced Search screen 

will display “Applied Filters” in the top right-hand corner.  

o Click the check boxes to turn off filters you no longer need. 

Searching by catalogue number 

Both the Basic Search and Advanced Search allow a search by call number: 

• Type the catalogue number into the search term and choose “All Fields”. 

o Note: the Advanced Search requires quotation marks around call numbers that 

include spaces.  

Example 

If you were looking for the item with Call Number = rg 314.2 a 1881 (Mrs Brewer’s 

statistical chart of Great Britain and Ireland by Emma Brewer) you can find it by 

typing 314.2 in the basic search box; or rg 314.2; or rg 314.2 a; or rg 314.2 a 1881, 

depending on how much detail you've been given, and browsing the search results. 
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Search Operators 

The Advanced Search allows for a variety of search operators that can be used to narrow or widen 

searches as needed. 

Wildcard searches 

Wildcard searches use symbols in the search term to substitute for other characters. 

Operator Usage Example 

? Single character wildcard search  te?t matches test and text 

* Multiple character wildcard search test* matches test, tests, tester, … 
te*t matches tent, tennet, tenement, … 

Note: * and ? cannot be used as the first character of a search or to substitute for a space. 

Boolean operators 

Boolean operators allow terms to be combined using logical operations. Boolean operators must 

be written in ALL CAPS. 

Operator Usage Example 

OR Links two terms and finds a matching 
record if either of the terms exist in a 
record.  

dog OR cat - matches any record with 
either the word dog or the word cat in 
the search field(s). 

AND Links two terms and finds a matching 
record if both terms exist in a record.  

dog AND cat - matches any record with 
both words dog and cat in the search 
field(s). 

NOT Excludes records that contain the term 
after NOT. (The NOT operator cannot be 
used with just one term) 

dog NOT cat - matches records that 
have the word dog in the search field(s) 
but not the word cat. 

Note: The Trimagic help screens also describe the required operator (+) and the prohibit operator 

(-). However, these operators seem redundant as equivalent searches can be formulated without 

their use. 

Fuzzy searches 

Fuzzy searches allow for imprecision in the search term, with the degree of precision optionally 

specified as a number between 0 (lowest similarity) and 1 (highest similarity). 

Operator Usage Example 

~ Use the tilde ~ symbol at the end of a 
single word term for a fuzzy search of 
precision 0.5.  

trolope~ - will return records for books 
by Anthony Trollope or including other 
similar words e.g. troop. 

~0.n Specify the precision for the fuzzy search 
as 0.n (i.e between 0 and 1).  

trolope~0.7 – will reduce the number 
of records returned. 

trolope~0.3 - will increase the number 
of records returned. 
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Proximity searches 

Proximity searches use the tilde ~ symbol and integer as a suffix to a multiple word term to specify 

how close the search words are required to be in the search field(s).  

Operator Usage Example 

~N Use the tilde ~ symbol and an integer N at 
the end of a multiple word term to find 
matches for all search words that are 
within N words apart. 

“flinders navigation"~10 – will return 
matches for both flinders and 
navigation that are within 10 words 
apart. 

Boosting a term 

Boosting a term gives it higher priority in the search results than the other search terms. 

Operator Usage Example 

^N Use the ^ character with an integer N after 
a search term to boost the value of that 
term in the search. 

birds flowers^5 – will return records 
with flowers in the title at the 
beginning of the search results. 

birds^5 flowers – will return records 
with birds in the title at the beginning 
of the search results. 

Range searches 

The Trimagic help screens also describe Range Searches for the first letter of a term or for 

numbers. It is difficult to imagine how a range search for the first letter of a term would be useful 

in a library catalogue search. However, a numeric range for a field like Date Published may be 

useful. The Trimagic help text states: 

• To perform a range search you can use the { } characters. For example to search for a term 

that starts with either A, B, or C:  

{A TO C} 

• The same can be done with numeric fields such as the Year:  

[2002 TO 2003] 

 


